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Remote Learning Update for 4/3/20 

 
April 3, 2020 
 
Dear HTSD Families, 
 
Today was Day Fifteen of our Remote Learning Plan for the District.  
 
As we finish our fifteenth day of remote learning, we start Spring Break. Although this is 
not like our traditional Spring Break, it is the perfect time for our students and you, our 
parents and guardians, to disconnect from school and remote learning.  
 
I have been asked a few times about canceling spring break and moving up the school 
year by a week. There are many logistical issues with doing so that I will not get into. 
However, beyond those logistical issues, there is the importance of taking a break from 
what has been a very stressful time for children, parents, guardians, and families as a 
whole. We have experienced a period of time that no one expected or has gone through 
in our lifetime. As a school community we have accomplished much in a short time 
thanks to the effort of every single person in our district from employees, to students, to 
parents, to guardians, to community members. It’s been a team effort. That team effort 
has come with stress, concerns, and the challenges of the unknown. For this, I chose 
not to change our Spring Break. I think it is important for our families to have this time to 
rest, recharge, and be able to focus on the importance of being with each other.  
 
I want to wish all of you, from my family and me, a safe and healthy spring break. Thank 
you for your efforts over these last three weeks.  
 
 
Here is a brief update/new information for Friday, April 3rd 
 
 
 

 



 
Regarding 3rd Marking Period Grades and a Purple Dot: 
This issue is for students in grades 6 - 12. Each building principal is / or has sent out a message 
clarifying a purple dot on a graded assignment. The message discusses 3rd marking period 
grades and states: 

This message comes to provide clarity on Marking Period 3 grading as well as marking 
period 4 grading.  In marking period 3, which ends on April 13, grading is as follows:  
all assignments that were completed by March 13th will be graded and counted in a 
traditional manner.  
 
Any assignment given during our remote learning in marking period 3 can only serve to 
enhance a student’s grade. These assignments cannot be detrimental to a student’s 
grade.  As such, in PowerSchool for Marking period 3, any remote learning assignment 
that you see with a Purple Dot is an assignment that has been “exempted” by the 
teacher because that grade would be detrimental to the student’s grade. 
 
In marking period 4, which officially begins on April 14, all assignments will be graded in 
our traditional manner and you will no longer see purple dots “exempting” assignments.  

 
Regarding Support for Families in Need of Food 
Please use the link HERE for FoodFinder. This is a safe and 
secure app our families can use to find free food assistance in our 
area based on area code.  
 
Reminder: Regarding the Superintendent’s Update 
Starting the week we return from spring break (April 13th) this update will transition from a 
daily letter to three days per week. The update will be posted by 5 pm each Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday on our website, as well as all of our social media feeds.  
 
Regarding the Remote Learning Calendar (as of 4/2/20) 
Just a few reminders: 

● Next week will be Spring Break. No remote learning will happen during the week. 
● The week of April 13th will again be a remote learning week. 
● Please prepare for each week as a Remote Learning Week until we are told 

otherwise by our president or governor. 
 
Regarding Social-Emotional Learning 
Parents have asked about activities students can do related to social-emotional learning. Please 
see the below choice grid designed to encourage students to continue to focus on their 
social-emotional learning. This is a voluntary activity but one you can engage in as a family. 
 

INDEPENDENT GROWTH CHOICE GRID 
The goal of the board is to encourage students to keep growing and learning, not 

just in school, but in their personal lives as well.  
 
Students are encouraged to try two boxes in each row. A caretaker (parent or 

guardian) can initial in the box when the activity has been completed. 

https://foodfinder.us/


 
 

CHOICE GRID:  
 

Connection 
Interview a 
caretaker 

about their life 

Write three 
thank you 

notes to your 
friends 

Call someone 
you haven’t 

talked to in a 
while 

Play a game 
with your 
siblings or 

family member 

Purpose and 
Passion 

Learn 
something 

you’ve always 
wanted to learn 

Work with your 
loved ones to 
achieve a goal 
or complete a 

project 

Write about 
how you want 
to positively 
impact the 

world 

Post 
something to 

raise 
awareness of 

an issue 

Wellness 
Turn off your 
phone for 24 

hours 

Spend one 
hour outside 
away from 
technology 

Do 30 minutes 
of physical 

activity 

Try out guided 
breathing or 
meditation 

Reading 
Read 100 
pages of a 

book 

Watch a movie 
or TV show 

and talk about 
themes in it 

Find an article 
online and 
decide how 
reliable it is 

Watch a TED 
Talk about a 
topic you’re 
interested in 

Writing 

Write a letter to 
someone in 
need or to a 

first responder 

Write a letter or 
post that 
promotes 
something 

positive 

Write a story 
about learning/ 
working from 

home 

Write a cover 
letter that you 
could use for a 
job or college 

application 

 
 
 
Sincerely,  

Scott R. Rocco 
Scott R. Rocco, Ed.D. 


